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FIRST STEPS  
Check that you have: 1 set of Allen Keys, 2 Mounting bolts, 2 plastic spacers 
 
Prepare the guitar by taking off the strings, bridge and tailpiece and make a secure setting on 
which to work on the guitar. The STETSBAR requires no drilling or cutting tools and will install 
quite rapidly.  HINT—If you have never set the intonation of your guitar in the past, you may wish 
to get some experienced assistance before you begin.  
 Pic 1 

MOUNTING THE STETSBAR 
 

Place the STETSBAR on the guitar as it comes in the package (Pic 2).  Place the 2 screws provided 
through the holes on the mounting plate and into the existing stop bar holes on the guitar making sure 
the plastic spacers are between the screw head and base plate. 
 

The STETSBAR may not provide a flush fit all the way around its edges as each guitar model has a 
slightly different profile. In this case use the cosmetic strip provided for LP style guitars. HINT—Be sure 
not to over-tighten the screws as this may result in pulling the inserts out of the body.  String your guitar 
and proceed to the next step. Pic 2 

TUNING AND ADJUSTING VIBRATO ACTION 

 

Bring the instrument up to tune. As with all such systems you will find it necessary to repeti-
tively tune each string as the springs stretch under the tension the strings exert. 
 

Once you instrument is in tune, check the position of the centre of the bridge in relation to 
your instrument’s scale length. Also check the travel up and down when you use the arm. 
The object of this is to ensure that equilibrium has been achieved between the pull of the 
strings and the pull of the springs.  
 
If necessary, adjust the Tension adjustment screws (Pic 3) to position the bridge more 
equally. Tightening the screws pulls the bridge backwards and raises the arm - loosening 
the screws lets the bridge slip forward and lowers the arm .This step may have to be re-
peated a few times as the string tension settles. Finally, intonate the guitar by adjusting the 
bridge saddle position.  Now you are ready to play! 
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FAQ 
 

1. Arm Play - slightly tightening just one of the adjustment screws will take any arm looseness out of the action. 
2. Not returning to tune—invariably this is due to nut problems. Lubricate the nut with Big Bends Nut Sauce or 

graphite. If that doesn’t work get a Guitar Tech to check that the nut slots are correctly cut and not binding or re-
place the nut with a graphite or Delrin nut. 

3. Intonation problems - If you can’t adjust the bridge saddles enough to get correct intonation then you need to use 
the adjustment screws to position the bridge closer to the scale length and then use the saddles for fine adjust-
ments 

We work hard to provide the very best professional product for the demanding artist. If you have questions or concerns call the 800 number 
and we will be happy to assist you. We cannot take responsibility for problems or damage occurring through inexperienced installation. 

Any alterations or modifications to the STETSBAR voids manufacturers warranty and invalidates returns. If you are unsure of your ability to 
fit the unit we will be happy to recommend or work with a qualified guitar technician or Luthier to resolve your installation issues. 


