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You might think that

the very idea of fitting a
vibrato to a Lex Paul is nothing
short of sacrilegions. American
company Stetsbhar, however,
ism't afraid to challenge the
accepted order.

This niew vibrato has the funky reteo
feel of a Bigsby unit, bt it fits straight
on your freasured CGibbo withouwt
having to-drill any extra holes or
disfigure the quitar in any way. A Les
Paul with a wang-bar mav seem a hil

"'NO DRILLING, NO MESS,
NO HASSLE. AN iMPRESSIVE,
HiGH-QUALITY RETROFIT
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BLALC This vibrato unit is o simple design but. | contacted Eric Stets for advice his rest it and restore youwr Gibbo Back o
L 2 the attention to detail wmd excellent response was swilt and helpful. He original spec, It only takes a fow tum
: harild-quality reveals desipner Eric Stets’ 1 sugpested threading two tiny nuts onto of a screwdriver o get the job done
gﬂ::-r:llﬁ' englneering background; everythingis | each post, locking them tighthy together Mo drilling, no miess, no hassle, An
i
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oukd, Dt the Stetsbar is neverthcless a
high-guality piece of lardwand — we
seized an unsuspecting Gibson Les Paul
Classic found in a quict corner ol the
LB office for its test-bed.

STETS GET STARTED

expertly machined from high-cuality

GUITARBUYER 1ccenieer 2004

steel and fddby-arsed nuts ard bolts ane
kept to a minimum,

I'he elegant design ksoks disamingly
at home fitted to the Les Paul;
relatively sleek and compact, yet still
somewhat *hefiy retro’ which sulis ihis
type of guitar well, The bridge and
vibrato asemiblv sits on a nickel-plated
steel baseplate that mounis directly to
the guitars top, Despite the mounded
profile of the Les Paul's maple cap, the
mournling plate Ges snugly, and
Stetshar also offers an adbesive mbber
strip that provides a protective barrier
between the battom of the baseplate
aryd the gruitar's top, just inocase. The
bridge assembly includes a traditicnal
tune-o-matic-stvle bridee and a custom
tatlplece that flcats smpothly on a steel
Mate anchored 1o the base by two
shott springs.

e Stetshar’s twin mounting studs (it
directly imto the holes drilled for the
original stop taitpicce, meaning that
virtually anybody experienced in
everyday guitar maintenance can install
(luis vt easily. The harlesl part i
FETICATTE the thneaded sk ~
particularhy on this guitar, When we

andd then using a small spanmner (o

lowssen the posts by turning the nuts
anti-chockwise, which works & treat

STETS BDOGIE
Linder the hand the Stetshar feels g
with a sensithve aciion rI.'I,,'.dH:IrlH 5
mixbure of a bouncy standard Ferude
Stratocaster trem and a vinlage Bigd
stvle umit. The trvel isn't as limited
as a Bigshy, bowever, pulling back
almost a full tone and dive bomibing
impressively — the slighthy weird
serusation that comes with using a
vibrato-equipped Les Paul doesn't 1as
fomge, The distinctive semi-cireular ba
is shaped delibetately for cupping i
your fingers, but if | was (o ondera
Stetsbar 1 wiould go for the optional
straighter bar, The more traditional-
Ioking straight whammy bar feels
Ionger by virtue of having one less
bend; this ome feels too short to me,
Tuning stability 1s excellent, despil
thie gultar only having a minimal seb
and with a bit more feotling and a.da
af graphiite pencil in the nut shots, it
very cool and eBicient vibmto, Justa:
important, it has very Litthe cffect on
thie tone of the guitar. If vou decide b

impressive, high-quality retrofit. GB




